
FIELD WORKER PROTECTION INITIATIVE

A 1995 National Academy of Sciences report indicates physicians average only 6 hours of instruction in environmental illness in 4 years of medical school. This may, or may not, include pesticides.

 San Diego County has 5, 925 farms, number two county in the nation. Despite 83,000 agricultural pesticide applications in 1998, only 3 agricultural pesticide related illnesses were reported. Reasons may be under-reporting or lack of recognition of symptoms by physicians.

The Farmworker Health Initiative started in March 2000 now includes as members community clinics, nonprofit organizations, worker representatives, grower and pest control adviser professional associations, and university and governmental staff.  The group is successfully facilitating training in pesticide related illness at medical schools, hospitals and with medical staff from Mexico. 
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